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Six of every 10 Arkansans
are overweight or obese

Arkansans who are overweight has
remained fairly constant for the last 10
years, the percentage of obese Arkan-
sans has nearly doubled. The total
number of Arkansans who are either
overweight or obese has increased
roughly 34 percent since 1991.

By now, most people know that being
overweight is more than a matter of
looking good; it is a predictor of good
health. It can be a matter of life and death.

About 300,000 Americans die each
year from obesity-related illnesses,
according to the CDC.

Continued on page 2

See if you are overweight or obese
Check the Body Mass Index Table              Page 3
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If you have Dunlap’s Disease (that’s
when your belly “done lapped” over your
belt) or you need a shoehorn to slip into
last season’s size 12, you’re part of a big
group. More than half of the adults in this
state are overweight or obese, according
to a recent survey conducted for the
Arkansas Department of Health and the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) in Atlanta. That’s well up from
the one-third of too-heavy adults found in
Arkansas in 1993.

Overweight is defined
here as having a
Body Mass
Index between
25 and 29.9 and
obesity is
defined as
having a BMI of
30 or higher.
(See BMI Index
Table, page 3)
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Overweight steady, but
obesity doubles over decade
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Obesity has been linked to heart disease,
diabetes, high blood pressure and stroke,
among other diseases.

In this state, we have more than our “fair
share” of such deaths, since 58 percent of
adult Arkansans were overweight or obese,
according to the 2000 Arkansas Behavioral
Risk Factor Surveillance Survey (BRFSS.)
Only Alabama, Kentucky, Michigan, Missis-
sippi and Puerto Rico had a higher percent-
age of overweight residents. As bad as that
sounds, it actually represents an improve-
ment over 1999, when only two states had a
higher prevalence of overweight.

Nearly two-thirds of Arkansas men were
either overweight or obese.

Half of the
state's women
were overweight
or obese, which
is good com-
pared to the men,
but poor com-
pared to the rest
of the country,
where  only
Louisiana,
Alabama and
Puerto Rico had a
higher prevalence.

Nearly 80
percent of the
adult Arkansans
sampled in the
scientific survey
said they didn’t engage in regular, sustained
exercise.  That puts Arkansas nearly at the
U.S. median in that category. This time 21
other states had a worse record.

Do those numbers reflect Arkansans
aiming for a healthy weight and trying to be
more physically active?  Judge for yourself.
Forty-two percent of Arkansans were trying
to lose weight and 58 percent of Arkansans
were trying to maintain or keep from gaining
weight in 2000. This was up from 1998 when
31 percent were trying to lose weight and 49
percent were trying to maintain or keep from
gaining weight in 2000.  Of those who were
trying to lose weight, only 29 percent were

not eating fewer calories and less fat toward
achieving that objective. However this
number is constant with that of 1999. Fifty-
eight percent of those trying to lose weight
or keep from gaining weight were using
physical activity or exercise to do so. This
was up six percent from the 1998.

Health care professionals suggest that
we should watch our weight, eat healthily--
more fruits & vegetables and less fat--and
exercise to keep from becoming a statistic.
How are Arkansans doing when it comes
to following these health care profession-
als’ advice?

Although nearly 60 percent of Arkansans
are overweight, only 11 percent said they

had been advised by their health care
professional to lose weight. Eighty-five
percent said they had not been given any
advice about their weight by a doctor, nurse
or other health professional in the previous year.

“For the majority of adults who don’t
smoke and don’t drink excessively, diet is
the most significant controllable risk affect-
ing long-term health,” according to Carole
Garner, state nutrition director.

Medical researchers estimate that the
cost of obesity in this country exceeds $100
billion annually.

While there is strong evidence suggesting
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If you think you might enjoy working
for the Center for Health Statistics,
check out current job opportunities at
http://www.HealthyArkansas. com/
jobs/ Even if we have no current
openings, something may be on the
horizon.You can call us (501) 661-2368
or e-mail us at
health_stats@healthyarkansas.com

About Jobs

that many of us have a genetic predisposi-
tion toward obesity, a strong link also has
been established between obesity, diet and
a sedentary life style. Genetics certainly
doesn't explain the doubling in obesity
prevalence in 10 years. Studies in Africa
showed that as cultures evolved from
rigorous hunting, gathering and farming
societies to more industrialized, more
sedentary ones, obesity increased, as did
obesity-related diseases.

Healthy eating and regular physical
activity help us be more productive at work,
live more enjoyable lives and ultimately feel
our best.

Overweight people are 88-97 percent more
likely to develop Type II Diabetes, and a third
more likely to develop hypertension.

Overweight people are 57-70 percent
more likely to get heart disease. Experts
attribute 10 percent of all colon cancers to

obesity. Seventy percent of gallstones in
women are attributable to obesity and
overweight people are 600 percent more
likely to develop arthritic knees.

The health odds are stacked against the
60 percent of us who are overweight or
obese. Shouldn't we be doing something?

To see how Arkansas compares to its
neighbors, see graphic on page 4.
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